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other suburb of Jerusalem 
One of the bullets pierced th« 
volume of the Talmud which 


the man was studying. 
1936 it was in the early dav: 
of the “disturbances.” This 
time, the cold-blooded mur- 
Ger took plate while the 
people were celebrating In 
dependence Day. Then as 
now, and in an untold numbe: 
of similar outrages, the spirit 
if not the hand was the same 
The deep sorrow for the 
victims and their families must 
mot blind us to the fact that 
we are obviously not facing 
isolated cases of criminal tre< 
passers, but a systematically 
panned. apd well organized 
Campaign of murder, armed 
robbery, and sabotage. Whether 
this campaign is abetted by 
fifth columnists inside the 
country, and the extent to which 
it is supported by recognized 
forces beyond the border are. 
matters of speculation. But # 
is fair to say that even. with 
the widest interpretation of the 
armistice terms doubts will be 
raised, both as regards the 
measures taken beyond the 
border to prevent armed agg-es- ; 
ion of this kind, and the 
efficacy of the organs‘ of the) 
United Nations charged with | 
the supervision of the armistice | 
arrangements. Surely the time 
has come fora review and 


ee CR me 


revision of a system which on!y | 


seems to call for more or less 
half-hearted and ste 

action after murder has been | 
done, rather then make «a se-/| 
rious attempt to prevent it — let | 
alone a system which, seems to 
entitie members of General Ri-' 


they are made te pay in their 
own coin, great as the restraint 
of Israel's political and military 
teadership may be. The situa- 


tion clearly transcends the scope | 


6f jotal interests; whe will see 


In! 


' Japan can do which will funda- 


_ financial .crisia, but with the 


Formosa, South Sakhalin and 
‘Corea, and with them the sour- 
ces of her coking coal, iron’ 
ore, raw cotton and rice. Now 
new rivals like India and Indo- 
nesia ar®@ directly competing | 
for the cheap Asian markets 
and are trying te supply their 
own peoples. ; | 
Battered by War 
The war battered Ja- 
pan’s industries and halted 
development and there is litt) 
capital for new installations. 
She has not adjusted herself to 
the’‘new marketing methods. New 
trade unions have pushed up 
wages and costa. Many of her 
products, like iron and steel, are’ 
emong the most expensive in| 
the world. And -now the sterling | 
area’ has settled artificial re-| 
strictions on trade, stopped the 
importation of Japanese manu-| 
factured goods into countries 
like Malaya, Britain, Brit-| 
ish Africa and Pakistan so 
that she can sell less and iess) 
of what she makes. In Septem-_| 
ber last year, Japan hed a huge | 
sterling balance of £119m.; to-' 
day, since she must buy with-) 
out being able to sell, this ba-| 
lance has shrunk te something) 
like £50m. . ) 
Today Japan's imports ex-| 
ceed her exports by $756m. 
in a year. it is a crazy 


Jack ef balance and there is 


little prospect of setting it right. | 
She has a population of 85 mil-| 
lion and it increases at the rate | 
of at least a million a year.) 
Something lke 10,000 tons of | 
food are imported into Japan| 


| every day. Emigration presents{ 
| no solution — there is simply) 


nowhere for emigrants to go. | 


| There seems to be nothing that) 


mentally change her position. She 
is threatened, not merely with 


sort of starvation and total col- 
lapse that change a country’s 
direction, that force it to new 


favourable belance of 
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of agriculture? ~~ | , the engine driver 
; of ‘America’s| must either buy Japan anew! 4.04. to enerei 
a sort of Bam- sic intc rests. In the some-| every your, or, better, find her) 417 judgment. Thee 
manufacturing 
| faces are| Stripped of all her strategic im- fo the world ‘clth end 
Japan econemy that . + the| contact knowledge of 
curiously similar to Britain's. portance ‘and be left as poor as of opposition to o. is their representatives, and small. 
But they are worse and she| % ‘adian village. in 3 n It mesne thet te att | single-minded groups are in 4 
faces them with fewer resour- . Japan : festrictions put on Japan's Position to extort great and un- 
| ces and is apparently less aware But if the Western world de- trode Sonnet be indefinitely main-| popular concessions from the 
of their existence. Put simply./ sires a Japan that will stay Te~) mes Tne only er es Government of the day, there is 
she is a factory off the coast of | lable without subsidies, that) te the raising of the standard of @ good case for reviewing the 
Asia. which before the war) Will gtow up politically and be Boe, chs ee bee ee constitutional set-up, 
lived by importing raw mater-| ® responsible member of the! os human dignity. This lest is prob- ET Hillel, a society for re 
ials and exporting finished! world’s councils, then Somehow) sbiy the most urgent of the prob- R | 
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mornzs /Vlan Bebind Ampal 


By JESSE TEL LURIE 
POST Correspondent 


NEW. YORE.~ | one 


BRAHAM Dickenstein, Pre-) 

sident of the American, 
Palestine Trading Corporation | 
‘Ampal), is now in Israel on) 
nis annual visit. 

His story reads like Horatio | 
Alger fiction. He arrived here’ 
li years ago from Israel where; 
he had been Assistant Genera) 
Manager of the Workers’ Bank. 
He had $1,500 borrowed from | 
Histadrut institutions. He rented | 
a desk from the Hehalutz at; 
$10 a month and went to work) 
organizing an Israel banking, | 
purchasing and investment cor-| 
poration, paying himself a ‘wage | 
of $45 a week. 

When he flew home this time 


he was the president of a/| 


$28m. corporation which direct-| 
ty controlled subsidiaries worth 
another $7m. and had a share in 
the growth and development of 
practically every important in- 
dustry in Israel. His office is the 
posh, panelled library of a con- 
verted East Side mansion. His 
salary, though modest in com- 
parison to Americats in com- 
parable positions, is slightly 
higher than $45 a week. 

I visited him a few days before 
he left with the idea of asking 
him the secret of his fabulous 
success, The question was un- 
necessary. A few minutes of 
conversation made the answer 
self-evident. The man is q born 
ealesman with a supreme con- 
fidence in what he has to sell 
— and what he is selling is 
Israel, : 

Personal Contacts 

Ampal now has about 30,000 
stockholders and investors and 
a good many ef them have 
talked to Mr. Dickenstcin either 


in person or on the ‘phone. He} 


Goesn't advertise — he says he 


of the letter who hea fo be « 

name-dropper.” he 
Dickenstein mention Israel in- 

vesiment, he interrupted: “Ah yec. 


Ampal is a good thing even 
if Mr. Baruch did not mention 
it. The Treasurer of the State 
of Israel would attest to it, if 
he were asked. During Ampal's 
fiscal year (February, 1952 to 
January 31, 1953) over $20m. 
was loaned*by Ampal to the 
State of Israel. At the end of 
the fiscal year $8m. was still out- 


standing and during the last/ industry more perhaps than any 


month this was increased to 
$ilm. 

The State is the biggest client 
for Ampal’s banking services. 
Others are the Jewish Agency, 
Keren Hayesod, Jewish National 
Fund, His adrut Fund, Mizrachi 
Fund, Bedek, Solel Boneh, Zim, 
Workers’ Bank and Hamashbir. 
Banking transactions totalled 
$30m, in 1952. 

Future in Investments 

Ampal’s investments are still 
smaller im nuthbers -than its 
banking services, but Mr. Dick- 
enstein feels that Ampal’s fu- 
ture lies in investments. Most 
of his talk these days is devoted 
to oll, ehemicals and minerals, 
Israel's basic potential. A mil- 
lion dollar loan to Fertilizer and 
Chemical will be converted into 
an investment next year.-Over 
$2m. made available te Lapidot 
to drill for oi] will be converted 
inte stock when (not if) gil is 
found. Similar sums have been 
put at the disposal of Sefen, the 
Jordan Valley fibreboard com- 
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fidence, but. he doesn't think 
he knows & all and is always 
willing to learn. “This is the 
year of of] for Ampal,” he says, 
“but if we don’t find it this 
year, we'll continue te grow. 
Ampal is a lize.” ) 
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in Britain today, for example) 
and, forced to leok to the fioat- 


TAXI CRISIS 
Te the Editor of The POST 
Sir,— The prevailing economic 
situation has affected the taxi 


other. During the past year we 
noted a considerable reduction 
in the number of passengers 
able te pay the fares, while on 
the othér hand we. witnessed the 
wholesale distribution of taxi 
licences, — 


Taxi fares have long ago ioat/ - 


their basis in reality. Drivers 
have forgotten that they must 
set aside part of their monthly 
earnings for amortization or for 
sinking fund: to replace cars. 
The best they can do is to set 
apart a little money to tide them 
over difficult times, but it seems 
that they are not able te do even 
this. : 
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‘published up to the end of Feb- 
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erally believed. 
“This is, I think, a startling 
statement. According to figures 
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ruary, infiltrators perpetrated 
some 16,000 crimimal acts: they 
about 200 murders, 


wounded 230 persons (these f- 
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merchant, the savant, the teach- 


er, the workman who can choose 
his place of work—and all these 
middie class and skilled workmen | 


Gemocracy — all these,” said Mrs 
Laft, “have relatively little 
weight when compared with the 
increasing number of dependents. 
And true democracy can only 
be maintained when the voter 
retains a minimum of economic 
independence. | 
One Party 

“This is not te say that the 
electoral system is not in need 
of amendment. But if we s«ub- 
stitute for it the majority systera 
we will pring about the perpetu- 
ation of Mapai rule, for today 
there is no other party which 
could replace it.” 

Mr, Aharon Cohen, on differ- 
ent grounds, reached much the 
same conflusion. He felt that 80 
long a8 4 common basis was 


lacking between parties it was) 


dangerous to put power in the 
hands of a single group. Con- 


centration of power was a biow. 
at the freedom of the inlividual.) 


The present system might weil 
be amended, but it represented 
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away from illustrious figures of 
the past their discoveries and 
inventions and lay these In the 
laps of totalitarian scientists 
and artists hitherte but little 
known, Robinson Crusce won- 
dered at the naked footprint 
in the sand, and would have 
given anything, even his goat, 


to know who had made it- We. 


to-day ask ourselves whether 
by carefully digging out. the 
print an even earlier one can 
be found underneath, Wik 
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